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DESTINATION: DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

1.
Opening montage - beauty shots of the country and the people, as we hear the voices of our three
students describing their country.

1.
Transition to map graphic.

NARRATOR:

At the edge of the Caribbean Sea, lies the island of Hispaniola. It sits
between Cuba to the west and Puerto Rico to the east. The Dominican
Republic occupies the eastern side of this island. It shares the island with
the country of Haiti, which lies to its west. It is bordered on the south by

the Caribbean Sea, and on the north by the Atlantic Ocean.

1.
Montage of contrasts.
NARRATOR:

The Dominican Republic is a country of great beauty - and a country of
strong contrasts. Fertile valleys snuggle next to rugged mountains.
Simple homes contrast with modern businesses and stately buildings. Its
people display varied combinations of their African ,Spanish, and

indigenous backgrounds.

NARRATOR:
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Contrasts in the Dominican culture can be traced back to the traditions of
these ethnic groups. . . their language, Spanish . .. foods . . . their

primary religion, Catholicism . . . their music . . .and social activities.

1.
NARRATOR:
And while the country is rooted in traditions that go back for centuries, it
Is today being affected by the forces of change, coming from many
directions.
1.
PC Volunteer - Krystal Williams:
So many Dominicans who have moved to the States bring back a lot of
the modern “ideas” from the States
1.
Krystal:
... and then there’s also television. . . .and a lot of shows from the States.
. and you have Dominicans watching them and then thinking about,
“well, this is what | want my life to be like”.
1

Santo Domingo montage. Include historic capital building with modern traffic, statues to history
beside contemporary architecture.
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NARRATOR:

The most vivid signs of the changes brought by modern living may be
found in the larger cities. The capital city, Santo Domingo, is a prime

example.

Krystal:

The main parts of Santo Domingo, you could be in any major

city in the United States. That’s what surprised me the most.

NARRATOR:

Within the boundaries of this single city, a visitor can see the

results of change, and the sources of tradition living side by side.

1.
Ruinas San Francisco

NARRATOR:

The island of Hispaniola was the first place Christopher Columbus
landed in 1492, and Santo Domingo sits on the site of the first Spanish

settlement in the new world.

1.
Shots of capital building and guards around it.

NARRATOR:

This capital has housed many forms of government - including thirty-one
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years of dictatorship in the middle of this century. Today, the people of
the Dominican Republic elect their President and the representatives by

popular vote.

LOS TOROS

1.
Transition using Super-8 footage, highlighting the marked contrast between the city of Santo

Domingo and the campo of Los Toros.

1.
Long wide shot of Los Toros from hillside above the town.

1.
NARRATOR:
Seung Yu is a Peace Corps volunteer from North Carolina.
Seung Yu:

"...the people of the Dominican Republic
are incredibly , incredibly nice. 1 mean, |
don't even know half the people and still

they invite me to their house."”
1

Girls dancing in the Mendez home. Shots of the Mendez family. Focus on Levy.

Levy Mendez: Translation

My name is Levy Mendez. The name “Levy” comes from the Bible.

Seung Yu:
Levy Mendez -Levy is 13 years old and she’s the youngest daughter of the
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man that | work with, and his name is Ezekiel Mendez. His family is the

one, is the family that I live with.

Levy Mendez:

"...Seung Yu, helps a lot in the community.
Teaching English; making study materials for the school. Everybody here
knows him because he’s very good for us and helps a lot--and now, with

his help, we’re building a library."

Seung Yu:

The community of Los Toros felt that the one thing that could

help towards education would be a library.

Seung Yu:

I’m helping with the construction with the men and the women of Los

Toros.

Levy: Translation

The good thing about the changes happening in this

area is that before things were not as developed as
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they are now.

1.
Baseball game - with particular focus on Levy and Seung Yu.

Seung Yu:
Baseball here is huge. All the young boys play it. Even the girls

are trying to get into it by playing softball. Sammy Sosa,...Pedro
Martinez, these are idols. These are what...all the young

Dominican boys want to be...Not the president.

NARRATOR:

The roles of men and women here are shaped by tradition, as people

generally follow the paths of their parents and grandparents before them.

1.
Family relationships in Seung’s home
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Seung Yu:
The men here do all the grunt work such as construction and, and do work
in the fields and the women are supposed to stay in the house, clean the

house, cook.

1.
Levy with other girls and boys painting bookshelves for library.

Seung Yu:

I’ve seen more change because the women now... the young teenage girls
... They’re out there with the construction now. They’re trying to get out

of that role of just cooking and being in the house and | think that’s great.

1.
NARRATOR:
Levy is one such girl, who seeks change in her own role - and, through it, change
for her country.
Levy: Translation
| want to study in a country, ...for example the United States, to develop my
career...so that | can help my country. | would like to study medicine.
1

T.obacco farmers in the field. Others hanging tobacco to dry.
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NARRATOR:

The strength of tradition in this rural town is also seen in the

way people make their living.

Levy: Translation
My dad is a farmer
Seung Yu:

The economy here is based upon agriculture. Everyone is a

tobacco farmer . .

1.
Transition from shots of farmers to deforestation, burning of trees, farming on hillsides.

Seung Yu:

One of the problems is deforestation . . . in the Dominican
Republic. . . they have to survive, they have to plant, so what
they’re doing is that a lot of them are going on to the hills. Even to

the mountains and cutting down trees and using that land to farm . .

NARRATOR:

Destroying the forests in the mountains and planting crops means

the hillsides are subject to erosion - the soil and its nutrients wash
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away, and in time the land is not even good enough for growing
crops. This kind of long term change is not a welcome one - but it
is difficult to balance it with people’s need to grow food and make

a living - here and now.

1.
NARRATOR:
As the land around Los Toros changes, so does the population.
Seung Yu:
The older kids are going and leaving Los Toros to go to the capital.
. and that, that’s change. . . as kids start migrating towards the
capital . . . some traditions will . .. change inasense. ... the
values that kids are learning through TV and through tourism.
And, | haven’t decided if that’s good or bad yet.
1

People enjoying each other. Transition to evening on the streets. Levy and friend go by on a
motorcycle. People playing dominoes, others starting their evening stroll.

NARRATOR:

Certainly the people of Los Toros enjoy the sense of community

that their small town offers.

Levy: Translation
At night we go walking a lot...we visit family. People get together in

their houses to dance and play dominos. And they talk a lot.
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Levy: Translation
Here, when a girl turns 15 it’s very special because there is a very
big and very beautiful party for her and her whole family.

1.
Seung Yu:
This is an actual presentation of, of their daughter basically to the
community. Saying she has reached adulthood and she is now a
woman. And. . its just like the sweet 16 for Americans.
1

F.ather changing the shoes.

Seung Yu:

The father changes her shoes basically she has her sandals and then
she’s given white high-heels and it signifies that she has reached

womanhood. It’s kind of like the Cinderella story.

1.
Final shot with girl and father dancing to Las Mariposas.

HATO MAYOR

1.
Transition sequence to Hato Mayor using Super-8 film footage
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NARRATOR:

Traveling to the east, and inland, away from the beaches, we find
the town of Hato Mayor. Not a large city like Santo Domingo, but

much larger than Los Toros.

1.
Shots of life in Hato Mayor. The town square. The people.

1.
NARRATOR:
Mary Bosy is a Peace Corps volunteer who develops teaching
aids and learning materials for schools.
1

Mary with her counterpart and some of the materials they are developing.

Mary:

I work with the teachers and we demonstrate how you can use
these materials, these teaching aids in order to take a different

approach.

Raysa: Translation

My name is Raysa Vazquez and 1’m 10 years old.
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Mary at home.

NARRATOR:

Mary lives in a small house attached to the home of Raysa and

her family.

1.
Family life montage, girl playing with each other, adults playing dominoes.

NARRATOR:

The family here is an extended family, with three generations
living together - Raysa, her parents, and her grandmother who

owns the house.

Mary:

I’m sure if you’d ask any of them what’s the most important thing

in their lives they’d say the family.. . . It’s their primary value.

NARRATOR:

Another traditional value throughout the country is that of

hospitality.

Raysa:

Hospitality for me means...for example, when someone comes to my

house . . . we open the door for them,,and we offer them food.
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Mary:

They are just warm, friendly people. They have made such a

difference to me and accepted me into the family.

1.
Family and Mary settling into the bedroom to watch TV.

Mary Bosy:

At eight o’clock, sharp ... we all pile in, Elsa VVasquez’ bedroom on her

queen-sized bed and we watch a soap opera.

1.
NARRATOR:
With television, radio, and major highways, new ideas, new people, new
ways of living, are constantly coming to Hato Mayor. It has grown, and
embraced a lot of change even in the 10 years of Raysa’s lifetime.
1

Montage of modern life in Hato Mayor, ending with the movement and noise of cars, buses and
trucks on the streets of the town.
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Rainfall. Shots of water collection apparatus.

NARRATOR:

In the midst of the change, some of the technology here remains
traditional. Instead of the city water supply, people gather their drinking
water from the rains. And, during the rainy season, rain comes almost

every day.

1.
Mary:
It may rain all day and it may rain all night but then when it stops raining
it will be lovely and cool .
1

Raysa and her mother going shopping at the corner store.

Mary:

The main stay of a household are these little, generally corner shops that
are called colmados. They’re like little mom-and-pop grocery stores in the
States. And, they are generally run by the family who lives right there. . .
And they sell all the essentials. And people will run back and forth to

these little grocery stores three or four times a day.

1.
Transition to more peaceful scene by contrast - Sugar cane fields and people working them.
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NARRATOR:

While Hato Mayor is like a large and busy town, the countryside
around it is agricultural. This is the sugar cane region of the
Dominican Republic, with many local farmers and migrant
workers who come here from other parts of the country and even

Haiti.

1

Cut to Mary and Rupert setting out on his motorcycle. Montage of some of the rural sights along
the way: women washing clothes in the river they cross, carrying baskets on their heads.

NARRATOR:

Raysa’s father commutes to work in one of the remote villages where the sugar cane

workers live.

The village is so remote that paved highways and bridges have never been built here.

NARRATOR:

Raysa’s father teaches the children who live here. On this day, Mary is

joining him to see how their teaching aids are being used by the small

school there.

1.
Cut to the batey - men playing dominoes, kids hanging out, Mary visiting the school.

NARRATOR:

Although Hato Mayor is a busy town, the pace of life here is similar to

that in much of the Dominican Republic.
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Mary:

Oh...it is definitely slower. .. time is really not all that important.
I think the first thing I’ve learned is just plain to slow down. The
important thing, | think , to realize that there’s just a difference. It
has nothing at all to do with the difference between better or
worse, or first or second, it’s just different. Just accept it as that

and enjoy the difference.

EL JAMO

1.
Transition sequence to EI Jamo using Super-8 film footage

1.
Montage of shots of the winding dirt road leading to EI Jamo. Then the ridge road closer to the

village. And finally reveal the campo itself..

Krystal:

Campos are, are small villages in the countryside, off of big cities. And
this is probably one of the smallest campos that there are. We have about
120 people living here, myself included and it takes about an hour to get
here from Santiago, and | have to hop on the back of a truck and drive up a

dirt road for about, for about 45 minutes . . .

1.
Shots of Krystal walking the road.

Krystal:

... and then | get off at my entrance to my community and then | walk
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down, down the street for about 15, 20 minutes to get to my house.

1.
Isidra laying out Kystal’s clothes on the bushes to dry.

Krystal:
One of the families that lives nearest me, the mom, her name is Isidra,

and she has three kids living here.

Krystal:
The oldest boy Alinsin . .. he’s such a helpful kid.

Alinsin: Translation

My father read in the newspaper about a boy named Alinsin who was very

good, and he decided to give that name to me.

NARRATOR:

The village of EI Jamo is so remote, that electricity and
telephone lines do not reach here and no one owns an automobile.
As a result, changes taking place in the outside world are slow to
reach here. The sounds one hears are not those of motors and
loudspeakers. They are instead, the sounds of nature . . . of

animals . . . of the people themselves.
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1

Men climbing trees and tossing down mangoes. We hear the sounds of their voices; the thuds of
the mangoes.

NARRATOR:

Instead of commerce and business, most people make their living in the more

traditional ways of farming and harvesting the fruits of nature.

Krystal:

There’s a lot of fruit trees, so there’s avocado, there are mangos, there are

‘peras’ pears, bananas . . .

1.
Coffee trees, and close-ups of coffee berries.

Krystal:
... and you also have a lot of not flat land but rich soil to, to

cultivate other, um, other crops - like there’s coffee is a big crop

here.

1.
Men and boys digging into mountainside and bringing out amber.

1.
Kids playing - games and toys.
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1. Alinsin going to school

Alinsin: Translation

My most important responsibility is my studies, and...going to school

Alinsin: Translation

It take me more than an hour walking,...I leave here at about 6:30

and I arrive by 8:00.

1.
Shots of Alinsin’s school and classes.

NARRATOR:

Despite the long walk, Alinsin is devoted to getting his education.

Alinsin: Translation
I like...the way the instructors teach writing and math.

1.
Women and girls getting water from a spring; carrying it up the hill on their heads and on
donkeys.

Krystal setting out with a group of men in search of a spring.

Krystal:
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I’m a water sanitation volunteer in the Peace Corps, so I’m working
specifically to increase the sanitation level through bringing clean, healthy

water to the community and also building latrines which are outhouses.

Krystal:

In this community you have people, mostly women, walking at least a
kilometer everyday carrying water. .. Women spending so much of their

time everyday just looking for enough water to live.

1.
Krystal and men assessing spring high up in the forest.

Krystal:

We’re looking for water sources that are . . . untouched,
meaning that they’re no animals nearby and they give water all
year round that never dry up. . . and the way that the water is going
to get to the community is that the water source has to be higher
than the community. . .and, we’re going to build a small tank to

catch the water and then bring it to the community.

Krystal:

I’ll never take for granted that I’m able to turn on the sink and
drink water from the sink. | don’t think I’ll ever turn take it for

granted that | could turn on the lights . . .and know that there’s
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going to be light there.

NARRATOR:

The feeling of the community in El Jamo is reinforced by the people’s

devotion to the traditions of the Catholic church.

Alinsin: Translation

Religion is very important for my family and me.

The Catholic religion to me means going to mass, and lighting candles.

Krystal:

What kids and adults value most in this town is respect and. . . and
not offending anyone is a big issue here. . . the underlying theme

for everyone in this community is that we’re all family.

1.
Montage of shots of church service, culminating in people hugging and greeting.

People interacting happily with each other.

Krystal:

There are some days where | miss my family, But, then there are days
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when things just “click” and I really feel like I belong here.

62.
Transition to music, merengue... bachata, ..salsa...as the international language of friendship.
Montage of people interacting together with merengue in the background.

NARRATOR:

“Belonging here” is a part of the spirit that characterizes the warmth
and hospitality of the Dominican Republic. It is one of the traditions

that the forces of change will never take away.

...adios

...adios



